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Acronyms
DAANES Democratic Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria
DEM Party People’s Equality and Democracy Party
ENKS (Barzani-aligned) Kurdish National Council
HDP Pro-Kurdish People’s Democratic Party
HTS Hayat Tahrir al-Sham led by Abu Mohammad al-Jolani, the pseudonym for A. al-Sharaa
IRGC Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
IS Islamic State
KCK (PKK-aligned coalition) Kurdistan Communities Union
KDP (Barzani-aligned) Kurdistan Democratic Party (of Iraq) KDP-I (of Iran) KDP-S (of Syria)
KRG Kurdistan Regional Government
Kurdistanis People residing in Kurdistan from the multiple ethnic and religious communities,
PKK Kurdistan Workers’ Party (Turkey)
PMUs Iran-backed Shiite Popular Mobilisation Forces in Iraq, called Hashd Al-Shaabi.
PUK (Talabani-aligned) Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
PYD Democratic Union Party
SDC Syrian Democratic Council
SDF Syrian Democratic Forces
SNA Turkey’s trained, armed and occasionally paid Syrian ‘National’ Army, a coalition of

Islamist militias known for in-fighting and committing war crimes and crimes against
humanity on Kurds and others in and outside Turkey-occupied regions of Syria.

SNHR Syrian Network for Human Rights

SOHR UK-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights

YPG (Men’s Kurd-led multi-ethnic) Peoples’ Protection Units
YPJ Women's Protection Units

ABSTRACT / INTRODUCTION

2025: A ROLLERCOASTER YEAR FOR KURDS documents the dramatic political, military, and
humanitarian developments affecting Kurds across Iraq, Syria, Turkey, and Iran in the first seven
months. It has been a time of unprecedented inter-Kurd collaboration and robust celebrations at
Newroz on March 21. However, optimism is fading under intensified state repression, regional
conflict, and realignments. In Iraq, the people of the Kurdistan Region face Iraq’s failure to
implement the 2005 constitution, revenue strangulation and military attacks, as well as corruption
within the two family-run political parties. In Syria, Kurds see their administrative and military
autonomy being challenged by the rise of an uncompromising Islamist regime manipulated by
Turkey, and shifting US policies, despite Kurds unifying to clearly articulate a more inclusive,
democratic alternative that Druze, Alawites and Christians support. In Turkey, the State’s ambiguous
overtures of peace are overshadowed by continued threats, military aggression, and strategic
manipulation of Kurdish actors in Turkey, Syria and Iraq. In Iran, Kurdish communities are bearing
the brunt of a militarised crackdown following the Israel-Iran 12-day war. The report calls for
resilience among Kurds in the long road of political struggle and tapping into robust international
mediation in support of democracy, ideally in a federal form for the diverse communities as a more
viable future compared to more decades of dictatorship, sectarianism and war. Without genuine
reform in Iraq, Syria, Turkey, and Iran, 60 million Kurds are entirely justified in demanding support
for an independent nation-state called Kurdistan.
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KURDISH LOBBY AUSTRALIA REPORT ON
2025: A ROLLERCOASTER YEAR FOR KURDS

By
Dr Gina Lennox BSc PhD

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Challenges Facing the Kurdistan Region of Iraq: This section details Baghdad’s systematic dismantling of
the Kurdistan Region’s constitutional rights, including revenue sharing, the right to export oil and gas
from fields discovered after 2005, and land rights. It describes how Baghdad, Turkey and Iran impede
peace and prosperity in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, as does corruption in the two main family-run
parties. Western responses are often ineffective, too late, or too few, and aid and investment are not
linked to sustainable paths, leaving Iraq in an increasingly dysfunctional state.

Challenges Facing the Kurdistan Region of Syria and Raqqa and Deir Ezzor East of the Euphrates:
Despite successfully defending northern Syria from ISIS and building a multi-ethnic autonomous
administration, the Kurd-led administration and the US-led coalition’s multi-ethnic SDF, formed to fight
Islamic State, face more existential threats. In March, the Turkey-backed Islamist HTS/SNA regime that
toppled Assad last December, massacred over 1000 Alawites and Christians. In April, Syrian Kurds formed
a historic front to argue their case, and Druze convinced the new regime that Druze must secure their
own districts. In July, Druze were massacred by regime forces and their tribal supporters. These
massacres, Turkey’s constant interference, and Europe and the U.S. embracing a terrorist regime after
two decades of fighting a war on terrorists, not helped by a poorly informed, undiplomatic ambassador to
Turkey who is also the U.S.’s envoy to Syria, leave Kurds and other non-Sunni Arab communities
vulnerable.

Challenges Facing Kurds in Turkey: After the Turkish government allowed Abdullah Ocalan to call for
PKK’s disarmament and dissolution, the pro-Kurdish DEM party mobilised to promote peaceful
negotiations, without any reciprocal commitments from the government. Instead, it continued to arrest,
threaten, and militarily attack Kurds in Syria and Iraq, having already militarised the Kurdistan of Turkey.
In May, the PKK formally announced its intention to disarm and dissolve, but many Kurds remain
sceptical, questioning whether the state is manipulating Ocalan and other Kurdish leaders.

Challenges Facing Kurds in Iran: Iran’s domestic response to the Israel-Iran war in July 2025 was
characteristically brutal. The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) intensified crackdowns, especially
in Kurd-majority regions. Hundreds were arrested and many were executed, accused of espionage.
Martial law was effectively imposed on Kurd-majority provinces. Despite the successful 1979 revolution
and regular protests since then, Iranians did not rebel partly because Iran was being attacked by arch
enemies, Israel and the US; there is a fear of the Islamic Revolutionary Courts (IRGC) whose existence
depends on the Mullahs staying in power; there has been no international support for an inclusive
alternative to the theocracy; and Kurdish political/military organisations hold different goals.

A Way Forward

This report argues that authoritarianism, extremism and conflict will persist in the region without
sustained resilience matched by international mediation and pressure, especially from those who
enabled the 2003 regime change in Iraq; those who embrace Sharaa’s rise to power in Syria; and those
who appease Turkey and ignore Iran. Kurds propose an alternative: a revival of federalist traditions with
21%%-Century checks and balances, gender equality and ethnic representation. If justice remains elusive,
Kurds and others have every right to demand statehood.
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REPORT

CHALLENGES FACING THE KURDISTAN REGION OF IRAQ:
The Undermining of a Constitutionally Recognised Semi-Autonomous Region

Between 2003 and 2005, the US-led coalition that removed the Baath Regime insisted that Iraqi
Kurds stay in Iraq rather than pursue independence. Bremer even wanted the Kurds to forgo their
defence forces, known as Peshmerga, but that was a red line that Kurdish leaders, Masoud Barzani
and Jalal Talabani, refused to cross. Their strength lay in their unity, despite decades of tension. The
result was the 2005 Iragi Constitution, which recognised the Kurdistan Region of Iraq as a federal
entity within a federal Iraq. The constitution guaranteed Kurdish language rights and allowed a
Kurdistan Region parliament that could make laws, and in defined cases, these laws took
precedence. The constitution also recognised the Peshmerga and outlined a sharing of oil and other
revenues between the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) and the central government.

One major reason for Iraq’s current dysfunction is that the 2005 constitution has not been
implemented. Iraqi cabinets have ignored or violated articles supporting:

e A bicameral system of government.

e A pathway for other regions to gain autonomy.

e The formation of an independent judiciary.

e Shared administrative responsibilities in historically Kurd-majority territories that were
Arabised under Saddam Hussein, such as the province of Kirkuk, until historical ownership is
restored, and a census and referendum are undertaken by 2007 to decide who should
administer these disputed territories (Article 140).

e The Kurdistan Region of Iraq’s constitutional right to 17 per cent of all revenue dispersed by
the central government, which ended in February 2014.

o The right for the Kurdistan Region to develop NEW oil and gas fields and use the revenue for
the benefit of the region, with appropriate adjustments to other revenue (Articles 111 -
115).

Between 2005 and 2014, Kurdistan made notable progress in building infrastructure, establishing
businesses, and increasing employment and wages, while central and southern Iraq were hindered
by ineffective governance and civil war caused by Bremer’s de-Baathification and the rise of al-Qaida
and ISIS. But since 2014, Baghdad has employed multiple tactics to undermine, if not destroy, the
Kurdistan Region.

Revenue: After years of negotiations, in 2013 the KRG reached an agreement with Turkey to export
oil from new fields through a new pipeline to the Turkish port of Ceyhan, financed by loans from
multinational oil and construction companies. Baghdad claimed all of this was illegal and in February
2014 stopped disbursing revenue to the Kurdistan Region. Throughout the war with ISIS, revenue
continued to be withheld despite the Kurdistan Region serving as a safe haven for more than two
million displaced Arabs. Baghdad also refused to arm and pay Peshmerga, even though they were
the only forces defending the Kurdistan Region, parts of Nineveh and Kirkuk. The revenue remained
until March 2018. When it was reinstated, it was reduced to 12.6 per cent of all distributed revenue,
and since then, has been regularly withheld for months at a time. In 2023, Iraq’s parliament passed a
three-year budget law that allocated funds to Kurdistan’s provinces rather than the KRG, thereby
violating the constitution and numerous agreements.

It must be said that Baghdad is not the only party at fault. Iraqi Kurdistan’s two ruling family
dynasties, the Barzanis and Talabanis, have a stranglehold on the two main parties, the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK). They buy votes, inflate numbers
of public sector workers, resume land for their own purposes, and own nearly all large Kurdistani
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companies, some of which are used to export oil through the black-market, these sales not being
reported to Baghdad. After 20 years of self government, albeit without a functioning parliament for
many months at a time, they have yet to finalise a constitution for the Kurdistan Region! Hence,
negligence and corruption in Kurdistan and Iraq contribute to the people’s poverty, lack of regular
water, electricity and judicial recourse, as much as the war. Yet Baghdad has the most power and
means to inflame tensions in at least three areas. These are:

Land disputes: Instead of reversing the harm inflicted on Kurds under the Baathist regime, Iraq’s
post-2005 governments have revived or continued discriminatory policies. For example, rather than
restoring land to Kurdish farmers and residents displaced by Saddam’s Arabisation of Kurdish regions
and war on Kurds, the post-2005 government in Baghdad has continued to support Arab settlers
claiming land and has stripped the voting rights of tens of thousands of Kurds in disputed territories.
In these territories, Baghdad’s failure to implement Article 140 fuels disputes between Arabs, Kurds,
Turkmen and Assyrians, especially in oil-rich Kirkuk. This makes politics difficult, even when
interpersonal relations are generally amiable.

Oil and other exports: Baghdad insists on overseeing all exports from Iragi Kurdistan. In February
2022, Iraq’s politicised Supreme Court ruled that the KRG’s Qil and Gas Law was unconstitutional and
ordered the KRG to transfer all oil production to the central government, invalidating oil contracts
the KRG had signed with foreign companies. International arbitration has since been weaponised. In
March 2023, Baghdad won a case against Turkey for illegally exporting oil from the Kurdistan Region.
Subsequently, Turkey and Iraq refused Iragi Kurdistan the right to export oil. The affected
multinational companies refused to cooperate with the Iragi government, as Baghdad refuses to pay
outstanding debts and wants control over oil prices. The KRG has been prevented from exporting oil
since March 2023. This has heightened the Kurdistan Region’s vulnerability to Baghdad not paying
the region’s revenue distribution for months at a time in retaliation for constant disputes about the
number of KRG public servants that need to be paid. A drastic consequence is that public sector
workers, including teachers and doctors, go without pay for many months at a time.

Military Attacks: After years of unkept promises and following the defeat of ISIS in Iraq, Kurdistan’s
President Masoud Barzani held a referendum on independence on 25 September 2017. This was
despite the international community — except for Israel — fiercely opposing the referendum. The
turnout was high, and 92 per cent voted in favour of independence. The responses of Baghdad,
Ankara, and Tehran were swift and severe. International flights to and from Kurdistan’s airports
were banned, and cross-border checkpoints were closed.

In mid-October 2017, Iran-backed Shiite militias, known as Hashd Al-Shaabi or the Popular
Mobilisation Forces (PMUs), led by Iranian Quds Force General Qassem Soleimani, entered Kirkuk
and other disputed territories in US Abrams tanks. These districts had been defended and
administered by the Peshmerga and KRG since 2014, but in October 2017, the Peshmerga were
outnumbered and outarmoured. After initial clashes, the Peshmerga withdrew.

The PMUs advanced on Iraqi Kurdistan, intending to invade, but Peshmerga defended the borders,
and U.S. pressure and mediation stopped Iraq’s forces from taking control of the Kurdistan Region.
In Kirkuk, the elected Kurdish governor was replaced by a Sunni Arab appointee, and the Kurdish
administration was dismantled. The PMUs took over Kurdish party offices and homes. More than
100,000 Kurds fled north to Kurdistan. Since then, Iran-backed PMUs have been in charge of
‘securing’ the disputed territories from ISIS, and frequently fire rockets into Kurdistan’s gas and oil
fields and infrastructure without repercussions.
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From Iran and inside Iraqgi Kurdistan, IRGC targets Peshmerga from Iran who have sought refuge in
the Kurdistan Region of Irag, while Turkey seals off large parts of the Iraqgi Kurdistan countryside for
‘national security’ purposes. Officials, Peshmerga, and residents of about 500 villages are banned
entry to these areas. Turkey has established more than 100 bases in Iragi Kurdistan and employs
warplanes, drones, and artillery to attack rural and mountainous regions multiple times a day even
after the PKK announced it would disarm, disband, and cease an armed struggle in May 2025.

Conclusion: Even the limited parts of the 2005 Iragi Constitution that have been implemented are
being eroded bit by bit. The biggest mistake the US-led coalition made between 2005 and 2013 was
not linking assistance and investment to the implementation of the constitution and respect for
human rights. This failure continues to impact Iraq, as it does Syria, Turkey and Iran. Instead of using
internationally collaborated mediation and carrot-and-stick strategies from top-down and
grassroots-up, sporadic, weak and ineffective diplomatic pressure is applied. In 2003, the West
demanded Kurds remain part of Iraq so they could be a positive influence. Yet Kurdistanis (i.e., all
ethnic and religious groups in the Kurdistan Region) have not benefited, and other Iraqis even less
so. Countries like Australia, which contributed to the US-led coalition in 2003, surely have some
responsibility to help guide Irag onto a more sustainable path. It takes decades to build a country.

CHALLENGES FACING THE AUTONOMOUS ADMINISTRATION OF NORTH AND EAST SYRIA -
encompassing the Kurdistan Region of Syria + Raqqa and Deir Ezzor, East of the Euphrates River.

After decades of Arabisation and classifying more than 200,000 Kurds as non-citizens, in 2011, Kurds
swiftly mobilised to fill the military and administrative vacuum when the Assad Army and
administration withdrew to deal with unrest in Damascus, Aleppo, and Suweida. The Kurds’
extended their administrations across multiple cantons, culminating in the creation of the
Democratic Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria (DAANES) and the Syrian
Democratic Council (SDC), which, until 2025, sought to implement Abdullah Ocalan’s ideology of
grassroots democracy, known as ‘democratic confederalism’.

Following the Kurds achieving the first victory against Islamic State (IS) with air support from the US-
led coalition in Kobani in January 2015, the US established the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) in
October to fight ISIS, basing up to 2,000 US defence support personnel in the region. Australians
were also present.

Since its establishment, the multi-ethnic SDF receives training, weapons, and salaries from the US-
led coalition on two conditions: that SDF fighters focus on fighting IS and never threaten Turkey. The
core of the SDF are the multi-ethnic Kurd established People’s Protection Units, known as the men’s
YPG and women’s YPJ. Overall, Arab fighters comprise 60 per cent of the force. Other allied Arab and
Christian forces, along with the SDF, have been the only ground forces to consistently fight IS in
eastern Syria. In doing so, 13,000 SDF fighters lost their lives, and 30,000 have been severely injured.

In Syria, IS was defeated in 2019, two years after its loss in Iraq. From 2019 onward, despite being an
active war zone, the territory controlled by the DAANES and SDF was the most stable in all of Syria.
Less stable regions were governed by the Assad Regime, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), ISIS, and
Turkey. In Turkey-occupied Syria, unruly Syrian militias that Turkey called the Syrian National Army
(SNA) were more a liability than an asset. Turkey recruited many IS, al-Qaida, and other Islamist
extremists into the SNA and directed them to fight, arrest, torture, and displace Kurds and Christians
in Afrin, Manbij, Kobani, and further east, while Turkey’s air strikes, drones and artillery repeatedly
destroyed civilian infrastructure: electrical power stations, water pumping stations, silos, schools,
medical centres, and ambulances, and in 2025, attacked the SDF defending the Tishreen dam, a
major water and hydropower utility.
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The DAANES faces numerous ongoing challenges. Besides being a war zone threatened by IS and
Turkey, Turkey cut off all aid and border crossings, and now occupies, Arabises, and Turkifies three
districts that had previously been served by a Kurd-led multi-ethnic council. With only one border
crossing open—namely with the Kurdistan Region of Irag—there is a high level of poverty, crime,
and shifting allegiances. Political and military leaders are often secular Kurds who believe in gender
equality. They govern and secure conservative regions of Arab-majority Ragga and Deir Ezzor east of
the Euphrates, where an unknown number of Arabs support IS, Sharia Law, child marriage, and
polygamy. Within the DAANES, there is a struggle between PKK-inclined ideologues and pragmatists.
Therefore, the environment is ripe for both real and perceived discriminations.

After 14 years of war, displacement, and poverty, Syria’s people and their institutions experienced a
seismic shift on 8 December 2025, when an 11-day uprising overthrew the Baathist regime of Bashar
Al-Assad. This occurred because his army and external allies (Russia and Iran) refused to confront the
Salafi HTS militants and Turkey’s SNA advancing out of Idlib. After Bashar al-Assad ‘sought asylum’ in
Russia, the HTS leader — a former veteran of Al-Qaida and ISIS and friend of Al-Baghdadi — Ahmed al-
Sharaa (known as Abu Mohammed Jolani when ruling Idlib) — declared victory, appointed himself
interim president, making public statements that were often contradictory, with the intention of
reassuring Salafis and non-Salafis alike.

Syrian Kurds, Druze, Alawites, and Christians watched in shock as different world leaders travelled to
Damascus to welcome proscribed terrorists who had become Syria’s ‘interim’ political and military
leaders. Among Syria’s diverse communities, the Kurds are the second largest, and the most
politically and militarily organised. Naturally, they wish to preserve their political and military hard
earned autonomy, and adamantly refuse Turkey and the HTS/SNA regime’s escalating pressure to
disarm, dissolve and join Syria’s new HTS/SNA army as_individuals.

March Negotiations with Kurds: On 10 March 2025, there was much rejoicing among all Syrians, but
especially Kurds, when the respected Commander-in-Chief of the SDF, General Mazloum Abdi
Kobani, met the interim President, Ahmad al-Sharaa. After a three-hour meeting, they signed an
agreement formulated during the meeting. Appendix A contains its text. In good faith, and with the
approval of the interim HTS/SNA regime, the SDF withdrew from suburbs in Aleppo city where Kurds
predominate, leaving Kurdish Asayish (police) in charge of security.

March Interim Constitution: In hindsight, al-Sharaa signed this agreement in the knowledge that an
interim constitution outlining a supremely powerful presidential system would be issued three days
later, on March 13. After promising nationwide consultations, Sharaa had selected seven people to
draft the document. They took 11 days to do so. Only one of the seven has been publicly named:
Abdul Hamid al-Awak, a constitutional law expert who teaches at a Turkish university. While several
Articles pay lip service to recognising Syria’s diverse communities and a separation of powers, more
Articles emphasise the extensive powers of the presidency, that Sharia Law is the foundation of all
law; and that Syria will be called the ‘Syrian Arab Republic’ and its army the ‘Syrian Arab Army’. This
was not a trust-building exercise for Syria’s diverse communities. Worse was yet to come.

March Massacres of Alawites and Christians: During these events, the Alawite and Christian
communities on the Latakia and Tartus coast faced brutal killings by Sharaa’s HTS/SNA security
forces. Many former HTS and SNA militias still obeyed their former commanders and had undergone
only received 21 days of training before being deployed in the new army. The violence began as a
retaliation to remnants of Assad’s forces attacking checkpoints and killing more than 200 regime
security forces. In response, the new army and affiliated extremists went on a bloody rampage of
revenge. According to the Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR), between 6 - 17 March, 639
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civilians and disarmed combatants were killed in their homes and on the streets by HTS/SNA regime
forces. Assad loyalists killed 231 civilians. See a SNHR report for recommendations. The UK-based
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR) reported a higher death toll: that HTS/SNA regime
soldiers and their loyalists killed 1,614 civilians between 6 — 12 March. Other documented incidents
included kidnappings, rapes, and looting. Contrary to Article 10 in the interim constitution promising
transitional justice, it took four months for a report on the 40 massacres to be published. The report
named 300 people to be referred to the prosecution for murder, torture, robbery and looting, with
37 of them having been arrested.

April - Druze Clash: In April, HTS-led regime forces and Druze living in southern Damascus clashed
until an agreement was reached that the Druze would organise their own security, and HTS-led
regime forces would not enter Druze districts in Damascus or Suweida, further south.

April - Kurds form a United Front: With growing distrust among non-Sunni Arab communities
towards Sharaa’s regime, Kurds from all political parties (listed in Appendix C) held a two-day
conference in Qamishli to discuss a shared vision for Syrian Kurds and Syria. Four hundred delegates
from three regions of Kurdistan - Rojava (West/Syria), Bakur (North/Turkey), and Bashur (South/Iraq)
—including SDF commander, General Mazloum Abdi, and Masoud Barzani’s representative, Hamid
Darbandi, representatives of the PKK-aligned KCK, women’s and youth organisations, and political,
religious, and cultural leaders from the Druze, Alawites, Christian, and allied Sunni Arab communities
— gathered to draft a statement that was published on April 26, found in Appendix D.

Key points include the need to:
e Recognise Syria as a multinational, multicultural, and multi-religious state.
e Establish a decentralised, preferably federal, government overseen by a bicameral
parliament, and
e Guarantee religious freedom, gender equality, children’s rights and the safe return of
displaced populations.
For Kurds, the statement calls for:
e Constitutional recognition.
e One administration overseeing Kurd-majority regions.
e The reinstatement of citizenship to stateless Kurds.
e The formal acknowledgment of Kurdish as an official language.
e Compensation for victims of past policies, such as the Arab Belt project.
o Theright to celebrate cultural events like Newroz, and
e  Fair participation at all levels of government and in all aspects of governance.

This united front was hugely significant, considering the century of geographic, political, and
ideological divides, as well as numerous failed attempts to unite Kurdish parties since 2012. It
showed that although Kurds hold different ideologies, they stand together in the belief that securing
Kurdish rights is crucial, whether through independence, federalism, or autonomy.

May to July - Sharaa, US and Turkey’s Pressure on Kurds: The euphoria of this conference was
followed by another shock. On May 14, Saudi Arabia organised a meeting between US President
Trump and Syrian interim President Sharaa. Afterwards, Trump praised Sharaa as a ‘young,
attractive, tough guy’, before announcing that the US would lift all sanctions on Syria. No conditions.

In the same month, Trump appointed Tom Barrack as US Ambassador to Turkey and US Envoy to

Syria. Tom Barrack is an Arabic-speaking American real estate tycoon, a friend of Arab princes, and a
close associate of Trump’s. He appeared to have no knowledge of the history and politics of Turkey,
Syria, or the Kurds, nor of the U.S.’s attempt to overthrow Assad in a CIA covert operation known as
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Timber Sycamore, which involved the training and arming of Syrian militants linked to jihadi
extremists between 2012 and 2015, some subsequently joining al-Nusra (HTS) and Turkey’s SNA.

On 8 July 2025, Barrack separately met with al-Sharaa and a three member Kurdish delegation: SDF
Commander-in-Chief Mazloum Abdi, SDC Foreign Affairs spokesperson, Ilham Ahmed, and another
woman, Foza Yusuf—the Kurds’ top negotiator with Damascus. No reason was given for why Sharaa
and Abdi could not meet face-to-face, as they did in March. Barrack proved not to be impartial or a
diplomat. When he asked Abdi to deploy the SDF in the service of Sharaa’s regime, Abdi replied this
would not happen until Sharaa pledged in writing to protect every non-Sunni Arab community in
Syria. When Abdi then refused to hand over Ragqa and Deir Ezzor east of the Euphrates without
further negotiations, and the interim Foreign Minister threatened to use force if Abdi did not,
Barrack abruptly ended the meeting. Just before he left the room, he warned that the U.S. would not
invest in Syria until the two sides agreed on how the DAANES and SDF would be integrated into
Sharaa’s regime and army.

As if forgetting this statement that indicated Kurds had room to negotiate, Barrack spoke to various
media outlets, claiming that federalism does not work in the Middle East, perhaps ignorant of the
millennia of tribal federations and federally-organised empires like the Mede, Mede-Achaemenid
and Ottoman. He repeatedly warned that the ‘SDF has been slow in accepting and negotiating ... my
advice to them is to speed (up)’, when the DAANES had already formed specialist committees for
discussing issues and was waiting for the interim government to do likewise. Barrack was also
adamant that for Kurds ‘There is only one road and that road is to Damascus.’ In the furour that
followed Barrack’s remarks, the U.S. State Department had to quickly walk back the idea that the
Trump administration was imposing a highly centralised government on Syria, but the damage had
been done. In making these ill-considered remarks, Barrack created a storm that was to ignite in
Suweida four days later.

July Massacres in Suweida: On July 13, clashes erupted between heavily armed, Sharaa-aligned
Sunni Arab Bedouins and armed Druze fighters. The spark was Sunni Arab Bedouins setting up a
checkpoint on a contested road between Damascus and Suweida and kidnapping a Druze truck
driver. This escalated into tit-for-tat kidnappings and ten days of bloody violence involving the
HTS/SNA army arriving in tanks and vehicles, accompanied by HTS/SNA police. Instead of calming the
situation, they advanced with the Bedouins through streets and into homes, killing, attacking,
looting, and burning. The regime claims its forces were fighting those seeking to destroy Syria’s unity
(i.e. the Druze), asserting “unknown parties were committing war crimes.” This was the same
justification used by the regime during the massacres of Alawites and Christians in March. It could be
partly true, but there is too much incriminating video evidence for the regime to deny culpability.
Particularly graphic videos on social media included regime vehicles driving back and forth over dead
Druze, Druze men having their moustaches forcibly removed, and Druze being decapitated while
other Druze are made to watch. This brutality prompted formerly divided Druze factions to come
together and fight. About 1,000 Israeli Druze even crossed the border to help their relatives.

By July 16, 594 people had been killed, Druze women and children among them. This statistic
includes 300 Druze: 154 civilians, and 83 people who were summarily executed by regime forces.
Druze had killed 18 Bedouin fighters and 257 regime forces, summarily executing three. These
figures do include regime forces slaughtering scores of patients in Suweida Hospital — young and old,
all bedridden, as reported by hospital staff.

On July 18, Sharaa received a joint statement from twenty heavily armed Sunni Arab tribes wanting
‘freedom of movement’. SOHR and many other observers claim that HTS/SNA regime forces
facilitated their deployment after a security agreement between the HTS/SNA regime and Israel
barred the deployment of regime forces into Suweida. In further support of this claim that the
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regime was encouraging tribal fighters to enter Suweida, Chief of Intelligence, Hussein al-Salamah,
and a former al-Qaida fighter and HTS Army Commander, now Senior Commander in the Syrian
‘Arab’ Army, Youssef al-Hajr, came from the same tribe in Deir Ezzor that sent the most fighters to
Suweida. Muhammad Jassim, also known as Abu Amsha, is related to another tribe in Hama that
sent the second largest contingent of Arab tribal fighters into Suweida. He has close relations with
Turkey’s military intelligence (MIT) and is well known to Kurds and Alawites for his brutal war crimes
as head of Turkey’s Suleiman Brigade. Sharaa appointed him Head of the 25" Brigade in Hama.
Neither clan resides near Suweida, yet on various media these tribal fighters wanted blood money
for Druze expelling their relatives from Suweida. Given the troubles, it is unsurprising that Druze
fighters were expelling Sunni Arab fighters from the city and surrounds, but now they faced
thousands of tribal fighters swarming into Suweida on motorbikes and utilities, some getting lifts in
trucks from Turkey.

After more killing, fires and looting, on July 19, Sharaa issued a request that all people from outside
Suweida leave, that the HTS/SNA regime’s internal security and military police would enter Suweida
to supervise a transition to peace, but would not stay or take control of the province.

The fighting, looting and setting fire to homes and other buildings continued. By the end of July 19
the total killed had reached 940 and 128,000 civilians had been displaced, many escaping through
two humanitarian corridors. Some Sunni Arab tribal fighters had started leaving Suweida city but
others were pouring in. Regime sympathisers claimed IS was among them. Throughout the ordeal,
social media was full of regime sympathisers accusing Druze of atrocities, and photographic evidence
of atrocities done to Druze, often taken by the perpetrators.

Clashes continued. By July 23, 1,300 had been killed, including 196 Druze executed by regime forces.
On July 24, Middle East 24 reported that more than 3,300 Druze, mostly civilians, had been killed; at
least 110, mainly women and children, had been kidnapped, 80 of the kidnapped women and girls
being publicly named. More than 30 Druze villages had been burnt to the ground. Mounting
evidence indicates regime forces and their supporters, aided by Turkey, were responsible. Sadly,
Sharaa has not issued a statement of responsibility, which further angers the Druze community.

On the first day of unrest, Israeli airstrikes targeted HTS regime tanks entering Suweida and other
military sites. On July 16, Israel bombed the presidential palace and Military headquarters in
Damascus to demonstrate its seriousness—not only about protecting the Druze but also about
safeguarding its border from the threat of yet another bloodthirsty terrorist mob. The next day,
Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu unilaterally declared a demilitarisation zone south of Damascus,
prohibiting all HTS/SNA regime forces from entering this zone, stating that Israel would continue its
attacks on the regime until regime forces withdrew. Regime forces left Suweida the day of this
announcement. They were only allowed to re-enter on strict conditions that they supervise a return
to peace, but as previously described, days passed without this being enforced.

Druze and Christian civilians in Suweida were facing shortages of fuel, food, water and electricity,
and there was no internet. For days, Druze had been calling SDF General Mazloum Abdi for help.
After he mobilised the SDF to the Euphrates River, which marks the DAANES’ border with Sunni Arab
tribes supporting Sharaa, Sharaa and Erdogan ordered the SDF to stay neutral. Ilham Ahmed
responded that it was the Kurds’ duty to help the people of Suweida, just as they had sent
humanitarian aid to the Alawites and Christians in March. Despite threats from Sharaa, the Arab
tribes, and Erdogan, they continued to send aid, Israel also supplying aid. It is now 27 July. Suweida
remains without internet.
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Unsurprisingly, many Druze have lost faith in the HTS/SNA regime and support a federal Syria, along
with Kurds, and most Alawites and Christians. If there is a silver lining to this tragedy, in a rational
world at least, you could think that the SDF's General Mazloum Abdi would be in a better position to
negotiate with the Sharaa regime for the SDF to retain their units in a Syrian Army, and for all Syrians
to have the opportunity to discuss the pros and cons of a decentralised government. However,
Sharaa’s regime cancelled a meeting in Paris scheduled for July 25 because Sharaa and Turkey’s
Foreign Minister, Hakan Fidan, insisted that Abdi agree to disarm and dissolve the SDF, and SDF
fighters join the Syrian Arab Army as individuals (serving alongside those who have spent the last
decade killing Kurds) before any meeting took place. Abdi still has room to move. For instance,
demanding a referendum in the Arab tribal areas of Ragga and Deir Ezzor, and in the SDF to give
individuals the opportunity to decide whether they want to join the regime or stay within the region
of the DAANES and the SDF. The results would be revealing, but to date, Sharaa has not
demonstrated the capacity to compromise.

The Future of Syria: This is the post-Assad Syria governed by extremists who have spent a decade or
two committing horrendous crimes from Iraq to Idlib, and in Turkey’s four occupied zones of Syria.
Most have belonged to one or more proscribed terrorist organisations. The fact that European and
American leaders quickly embraced this regime, after decades of fighting al-Qaida and the Islamic
State, suggests the West is misinformed, confused, self-absorbed, or wanting perpetual war. They
are kowtowing to a man accustomed to absolute dictatorial control over those he governs,
supported by fighters accustomed to no accountability and unaccustomed to being killed in their
hundreds, if not thousands, if it comes to another civil war.

If the West stars realising what is at stake, Sharaa will be in an impossible bind. If he diverges from
the will of Turkey, Qatar, the Gulf, and his Islamist followers, there will be consequences in life and
investment. But if he does not pay lip service to moderation and inclusion, he will no longer be the
West’s Golden Boy. Already, the Trump administration is having second thoughts about lifting
sanctions without conditions. Given the circumstances, it’s no wonder Kurds, Druze, Alawites,
Christians (Assyrians, Chaldeans and Catholics), Yezidis, moderate Muslim Arabs and Turkmen, and
all Syrian secularists are resisting pressure to accept an uncompromising Islamist regime being
imposed on them, especially while the SDC and SDF exist and continue to call for an inclusive
national dialogue to discuss transitional justice, pluralism and federalism.

CHALLENGES FACING KURDS IN TURKEY
Turkey At A Crossroads

Some observers believe that Israel’s pre-emptive actions (both defensive and offensive) in Gaza,
Lebanon, Iran, and Syria since October 2023, Erdogan’s increasing authoritarianism, his desire to
remain president after 2028, and his goal to make Turkey a regional hegemon, as well as his fear of
another Kurd-led autonomous region, this time in Syria, have prompted him and his Ultra-Nationalist
colleague, Devlet Bahgeli, to reconsider how to address the Kurdish ‘Question’ in Turkey. Kurds and
their advocates hope Erdogan is sincere, as articulated by Dogu Ergil, a retired Professor of Political
Sociology at Ankara University, teacher at Istanbul University, President/Director of the Centre for
the Research of Societal Problems, and author of at least seven books, in the Journal of Democracy:

“One of the greatest obstacles to democratic consolidation in Turkey has been the country's
treatment of its Kurdish citizens. The root of the problem lies in the very nature of the Turkish
state, which confuses unity with uniformity.”
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In early 2025, the state permitted Abdullah Ocalan to make a series of public announcements
demanding that the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) disarm and disband so it could pursue a political
path within a democratic Turkey to achieve cultural, economic, and political rights (as stated in his
June announcement found in Appendix E). SDF General Mazloum Abdi’s immediate response was
that the SDF does not take orders from Abdullah Ocalan. The SDF would not disarm or dissolve.
Without any guarantees or commitments from the State of Turkey, the pro-Kurdish People’s Equality
and Democracy Party (DEM Party) sprang into action. To gain support for Abdullah Ocalan’s ‘new’
thinking, DEM Co-Chairs and others met:

e Abdullah Ocalan on the prison island of Imrali, where he has been held since 1999;

e Selahattin Demirtas, imprisoned since 2016, twice running for president while co-chair of the
now defunct Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP), which he led to achieve enough votes for a
pro-Kurdish party to enter Turkey’s Grand National Assembly for the first time, causing
Erdogan to end the ceasefire and half-hearted ‘peace process’, and threaten the HDP.

e The six-member KCK General Presidential Council, KCK being the Kurdistan Communities
Union - a network of political parties that support Ocalan.

e The PKK Executive Council in the Qandil mountains of Iragi Kurdistan, and

e |raqi Kurdistan’s former president, Masoud Barzani, current President, Nechirvan Barzani,
Prime Minister Masrour Barzani and head of the Patriotic Union Party (PUK), Bafel Talabani.

Meghan Bodette details the multiple meetings in Timeline: 2024-2025 Kurdish Peace Talks in Turkey
and Syria. Still without any commitment from the State, on 12 July 2025, 30 PKK members, half
being women, burned their weapons in a symbolic Newroz fire ceremony held in Sulaimani province
in the Kurdistan Region of Irag. They then issued a statement found in Appendix F.

Turkey’s political leaders — Turk and Kurd alike — began sounding like Kemal Atatiirk, who told the
League of Nations in the early 1920s that a brotherhood of Turks and Kurds would allow a new
Republic of Turkey to take its rightful place in the world. Never mind that Atatiirk went on to outlaw
all reference to Kurds, their names and all aspects of their culture — their language, dress, books,
theatre, music and art, claiming there was no such ethnicity or nation, and massacring those who
refused to assimilate.

After Ocalan announced his wish for the PKK to disarm and dissolve in December 2024, and the PKK
confirming this was what they would do in May 2025, Erdogan followed Atatlirk’s path by resuming
his threats that if the PKK, SDF, YPG, YPJ, even the PYD (a political party) and all other organisations
Turkey deemed to be a PKK terrorist organisation, did not disarm and disband, Turkey would
eliminate or bury every one of them. Erdogan additionally claimed that since Turkey now recognises
Kurds exist, that is enough; PKK had achieved its goal and Turkey had no reason to change its laws,
although the state would consider setting up a parliamentary commission to discuss ‘the Kurdish
Question’, as if it is singular. In July 2025, on the social media platform X, Dogu Ergil warned:

“If the rule of law and democracy are prerequisites for solving the Kurdish ‘thing’ (name it as you
wish), there are two possibilities: 1. The current government implements these... (and) Turkey
transforms... 2. It does not, or cannot, do what is required. The second option has two outcomes.
A. The expected change is realised through the combined strength of domestic and foreign
actors... B. If the current government... resists change, the deepening crisis could turn Turkey
into an ungovernable country... another Middle East quagmire... It must not be forgotten: A lack
of solutions means Kurds may seek their future outside of Turkey. In Turkey, this is a nightmare
for all political colours.”

The PKK and DEM party are committed to pursuing peace through negotiations despite Turkey’s
prevarications, the ongoing arrest of political opponents, the military attacks in the Kurdistan Region
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of Iraq (over 18,000 attacks in 2025 according to one source), and persistent interference in Syria to
ensure that the DAANES and the SDF are dismantled. One can only empathise with Kurds who have
followed PKK through successive transformations—from being a radical Marxist group demanding an
independent Kurdistan, to a Murray Bookchin-inspired socialist and anarchist movement advocating
the end of nation-states and the establishment of grassroots democracy known as ‘democratic
confederalism’, to prioritising Turkey becoming a democracy. There are Kurds that continue to
fervently support Ocalan, with their top priority being his release from prison. Others question
whether Ocalan and the PKK, wittingly or unwittingly, are tools of the State. Whatever the case,
Professor Ergil’s words ring true for the future of Turkey.

CHALLENGES FACING KURDS IN IRAN

Since 2024, Iran has faced dramatic shifts in fortune. Israel has significantly weakened its proxies,
Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon. Turkey has expelled the IRGC and their proxy militias from
Syria by supporting the HTS and SNA to overthrow Assad. With Iran delaying any sort of agreement
about its nuclear program, Israel has weakened its nuclear program in the 12-day conflict from June
13 to 24, with the US Air Force and Navy bombing three underground nuclear sites on June 22.

Some Western observers question why the people of Iran did not rise up as they did in 1978-1979 to
overthrow the Pahlavi Dynasty, or at least protest like they did during the:

e 2003 student protests over the torture and murder whist in custody of Canadian-Iranian
journalist Zahra Kazemi;

e 2009 Green Movement protests calling for regime change;

e 2011-2012 protests over economic conditions and political restrictions;

e 2017-2018 protests, initially about the economy, but growing into calls opposing the regime;

e 2019-2020 protests triggered by fuel price hikes; and the

e 2022-2023 protests sparked by the death in custody of a Kurdish woman, Jina (Mahsa)
Amini. This round of nation-wide protests called for the overthrow of the Khamenei regime.

Despite some early signs that Kurdish Peshmergas were preparing to resist, this did not materialise.
There are many reasons for this. One reason why people did not try to overthrow the government is
that they fear the IRGC’s response, based on its past responses, especially after Israel had
assassinated 20 IRGC commanders. Even without an overt uprising, the IRGC's responses were
severe, and particularly targeted Kurds and any others they perceived as taking Israel’s side. Their
responses include:

e Arresting and imprisoning suspected Mossad agents, spies and accomplices deemed to have
supported the war. By June 25, at least 734 people had been detained across Iran. A high
proportion were Kurds.

e Executing six people, including three Kurds, for allegedly “spying for Israel”, their convictions
based on no evidence, no legal representation, or a summary trial before a judge of an
Islamic Revolutionary Court.

The regime uses these arrests and convictions to falsely link Kurds with foreign enemies to turn
other Iranians against Kurds.

e Escalating militarisation, creating a form of martial law in Kurd-majority towns, including
setting up checkpoints in the provinces of Kurdistan, Kermanshah, llam, Hamadan, Lorestan,
and West Azerbaijan, with at least one man shot dead at a checkpoint in Sanandaj.
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e Conducting house-to-house searches, and
e Taking over school buildings.

During the 12-day war, the people of Iran were divided between those chanting ‘Death to the
Dictator’ from the safety of their balconies and the large pro-government demonstrations. For the
latter protesters, it is one thing to oppose the government, but having their country bombed by
Iran’s ‘enemies’—Israel and America—is a different matter.

Another factor is that in 1978 — 1979, there was no IRGC. If the theocracy came to an end, the
powerful IRGC could replace it, or would not survive, given that former Ayatollah Khomeini
established the IRGC to protect the clerics. Who could trust what might happen after getting rid of
the Islamic Republic, especially since Reza Pahlavi is being promoted as an ‘interim’ leader, much to
the horror of those with memories, while the international community has provided negligible
support for building an inclusive alternative.

One Israeli strike that significantly backfired targeted the notorious Evin prison, where political
prisoners are held. Narges Mohammadi, who spent years in the prison, reported that the prison
infirmary had been destroyed and wounded prisoners could not receive treatment. Later, she
mentioned that prisoners had been moved out. No one knows the location of the high-security
prisoners. Those from other wards have been relocated to prisons known for their harsh and
inhumane conditions. Siamak Namazi, an Iranian-American who spent eight years at

Evin, wrote, “This was no surgical strike on senior regime officials or military commanders ... Israel’s
bombing of Evin lays bare what happens when two reprehensible systems collide.”

Even before the attack, four prisoners, including Warisheh Moradi, a member of the Community of
Free Women of Eastern Kurdistan (KJAR) who had fought against ISIS and is now on death row,
signed an open letter condemning Israel’s aggression against Iran. The women'’s letter concluded,

“The liberation of the people of Iran from the ruling dictatorship, is only possible through mass
struggle and by relying on social forces — not by placing our hope in foreign powers.”

Then there is the Kurdish movement. In Iran its diversity reflects decades of resistance to the
repression of the Pahlavi monarchy and Islamic Republic. Parties differ in their goal, with two
splitting only to reunite, as shown in the list below.

e The oldest of all Kurdish political parties, the KDP-I, formed in 1945, split, then reunified. It
advocates for an autonomous region in a secular democratic, ideally federal Iran.

e The pro-PKK Kurdistan Free Life Party (PJAK) which follows Ocalan’s advocacy.

e Komala, which split and then reunified, is a communist party.

e The Kurdish United Front demands cultural rights within a democratic Iran.

e The Kurdistan Freedom Party (PAK) is the only party that supports an independent
Kurdistan.

Despite their differences, all Kurdish political parties in Iran are united in one core belief: the current
regime is illegitimate and must be replaced by a system that recognises the Kurdish identity,
language and basic rights, as well as the identities and rights of other non-Persian peoples that
together make up over 50 per cent of Iran’s population.
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A WAY FORWARD
Iraq
Iraq is a failed state of 45 million people, among whom 15 to 25 per cent are Kurds. If those
responsible for regime change in 2003 had guided Iraqg's inexperienced Shiite government using a
carrot-and-stick approach—both top-down and grassroots—toward fully implementing the 2005
Constitution and developing a federation with a bicameral parliamentary system and an
independent judiciary, the future might look brighter. Currently, Iraq’s very existence is being
threatened by the National Government’s:

e Dysfunction and corruption, with this also applicable to many provincial governments.

e Unwillingness to establish an independent judiciary. The mass resignation of nine Supreme
Court judges in June over concerns about political interference reflects the seriousness of
the situation.

e Failure to resist Iran's dictates and influence over Iraqgi Shia militias, with the IRGC instructing
these militias in their own business, political and military strategies.

e Failure to uphold the constitutional autonomy of the Kurdistan Region and to provide other
regions with a similar pathway (as required by the constitution).

Iraq is set to hold its national elections in November 2025, twenty years after the adoption of the
2005 constitution. In the 2021 national election, the unpredictable Muqtadr Al-Sadr’s Sadrist
Movement won the most seats. However, he withdrew his party from the parliament and politics
when he was unable to form a government, held accountable by an opposition comprising the losing
parties, similar to what is practised in Western countries. In 2024, he established the Patriotic Shia
Current. Who knows what its future holds, but recently another major party, Haider al-Abadi’s
Victory Alliance (al-Nasr Coalition), announced it would not contest the 2025 election.

With Irag mired in political and economic chaos, and Iran-backed Shia militias regularly bombing the
Kurdistan Region with impunity, it’s time for the countries that toppled Saddam Hussein to adopt a
carrot and stick approach to steer Irag onto a sustainable course. If not, the Kurds have every right
to their dream of independence, ideally with Rojava joining a federal system.

Syria

For one and a half decades, the SDC and coalition of parties in the DAANES have served a population
of about four million people. They have tried to implement Ocalan’s democratic confederalism
model and have succeeded in part with the introduction of a mandatory system of male and female
co-chairs to every leadership position in every organisation, and each organisation requiring a
minimum of 40 per cent women. In the fight against ISIS, experienced YPJ (female) commanders
were on the front lines leading male and female troops. When General Mazloum Abdi went to
Damascus in June, he was accompanied by two capable women in powerful positions. Within the
DAANES, people are free to practise their spiritual beliefs, and women, youth, and different
ethnicities are given unprecedented status. However, with IS, Turkey, Assad, and Iran, to name some
of the threats, administrators found that some hierarchical structures were necessary, and while the
DAANES wanted to hold elections, they were advised by the U.S. coalition against this.

Until 2025, leaders in the SDC and SDF called for constitutionally recognised regional autonomy with
the right to maintain their own police and security forces. After several meetings with Masoud
Barzani and other leaders in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq in 2025, the PYD-led Kurdish National Unity
Parties and the Barzani-linked ENKS coalition of parties formed a united front that advocates for a
secular federation of Syria. Turkey and the interim HTS/SNA regime in Syria firmly oppose anything
other than strict centralisation, with a presidential dictatorship. They also demand highly trained,
disciplined SDF fighters to individually join into the Syrian ‘Arab’ Army, obeying and work alongside
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HTS and SNA commanders and militants who have been moulded and ordered by Turkey to hate
Kurds. A referendum of SDF, HTS and SNA fighters about this issue might put a stop to this pressure!
Greater Kurdistan

Iraq, Syria, Turkey, and Iran all face the same challenge. Western imperialists established and kept
these countries as dictatorships, monarchical or military, even after Syria and Iraq adopted socialism.
To prevent the spread of leftist radicalism during the Cold War, since the 1950s, the West has
financially supported Islamic organisations. By the 21st century, the West faced radical Islamist
terrorism. Likely to contain Iran, appease Turkey and Arab states, and perpetuate war, the Trump
administration and a war-weary Europe facing an assertive Russia, decided to accept Sunni Muslim
terrorists running Syria, just like they did in Afghanistan in 2021 and Iran in 1979, when France
allowed Ayatollah Khomeini to return to Iran and hijack the revolution after decades in exile.

Western leaders and Islamist fanatics find it difficult to change. It seems Western leaders are
reluctant to deal with the increasingly regressive fanatic tendencies labelled ‘Islamic’ now rampant
in Europe and the Middle East, which, if left unchecked, could wipe out both regions’ deep ethnic,
spiritual and intellectual diversity. Obviously, this impacts multiculturalism, security, trade and
budget allocations in countries like Australia.

Having foiled Iran, the West appears particularly blind to the risks posed by Turkey. Turkey is a NATO
member and shares borders with several European countries, in which live over five million people
from Turkey. Australia’s most revered annual ANZAC ceremony to commemorate the sacrifice of
ANZACS in the name of democracy is held at Gallipoli. Turkey’s strategic location, history, and
current Islamist government enable it to play off the America/Europe, Russia, and Muslim world.

Then there are the Kurds—the largest stateless nation in a rich Middle Eastern mosaic of ethnicities
and religions. They have endured more than most and continue to do so given Shia Iraq’s
determination to dismantle their hard won autonomy in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, and in Syria,
after 14 years fighting a war against ISIS and Turkey, now facing a Turkey-backed Islamist HTS/SNA
regime wishing to dissolve all their efforts. Then there is Islamist Erdogan’s military and political
aggression in three countries, and Shia Iran’s oppression of all opposition, which particularly targets
Kurds and Rojhelat — the Kurdistan Region (as opposed to the province) of Iran, Rojhelat meaning
‘east’.

Free-thinking people, including Turks, Arabs, and Persians, argue that the best solution is a return to
a Middle Eastern tradition of federations with 21°*-century checks and balances. If this or another
solution to the prevailing tyranny cannot be found, and if large ethnic groups like the Kurds are not
granted a political voice and protection from indiscriminate violence, they have every right to an
independent state that respects diversity. Otherwise, the only ones that benefit from a world in a
state of perpetual war are hawkish warmongers.
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APPENDIX A

March 10 Agreement between Syria’s interim President Al-Sharaa and the
SDF’s Commander in Chief, Mazloum Abdi (unedited)

1. The guarantee of the right to representation and participation for all Syrians, regardless of their
religious and ethnic backgrounds, in the political process and all state institutions.

2. The Kurdish community is an indigenous community of the Syrian state, and the Syrian state
guarantees its citizenship rights and all constitutional rights.

3. A ceasefire to be implemented across all Syrian territory.

4. The integration of all northeastern Syria's civilian and military institutions, including border
crossings, airports, and oil and natural gas fields, into the management of the Syrian state.

5. Ensuring that all displaced Syrians return to their towns and villages and are protected by the
Syrian state.

6. Supporting the Syrian state's fight against any threat by the remnants of the Assad regime, as well
as threats to security and unity.

7. Rejecting calls aimed at creating divisions among the components of Syrian society, hate speech,
and attempts to spread discord.

8. The Executive Committees will continue working to ensure the implementation of the agreement
by the end of the year.

To date, no point has been implemented.
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APPENDIX B

A Very Presidential System:
Major points of the HTS’ Interim Constitution of Syria, released on March 13, 2025
Commentary is italicised. Unedited except for every time ‘President’ is mentioned.
The original reads, ‘President of the Republic.’

Article 1: The country will be called the Syrian Arab Republic

Article 3: Islamic jurisprudence is the principal source of legislation.

Article 4: Arabic is the official language, but Article 7 guarantees linguistic rights.

Article 7: The State is committed to preserving the unity of Syrian territory and criminalises
calls for division or secession.

Article 9: The state alone is the one that establishes the army. It is prohibited for any
individual, body, entity, or group to establish military or paramilitary formations, divisions,
or organisations, and weapons are restricted in the hands of the state.

Note: There has been no public pressure for the SNA or Sunni Arab tribes to disarm or
dissolve. In contrast, Turkey openly insists the SDF disarm and dissolve.

Article 10: Citizens are equal before the law in rights and duties, without discrimination
based on race, religion, gender or lineage.

Note: There have been massacres and other crimes of rape, torture, kidnapping and looting
of Alawite and Christian civilians in March-April, and Druze civilians and fighters in July,
without justice being done. In addition, government appointments include notorious HTS
commanders accused of war crimes.

Article 21: The State shall preserve the social status of women, protect their role within the
family and society, and guarantee their right to education and work, and their social,
economic and political rights, and protect them from all forms of oppression, injustice and
violence.

Note: Since HTS took charge, three women have been appointed to positions of
responsibility: Mohsena al-Maithawi has become governor of Suwayda; Maysa Sabreen has
been promoted from deputy to head of Syria’s Central Bank; and Aisha al-Dibs, who was
appointed head of the Syrian Women’s Affairs Office. She is a known Salafi extremist.
Legislative power is exercised by the People's Assembly.

Article 24: The president selects one-third of the People's Assembly members and a supreme
committee that shall supervise the formation of electoral sub-committees, which shall elect
two-thirds of the People's Assembly members.

Article 34: The President appoints one or more Vice Presidents, determines their powers,
dismisses them from their positions, and accepts their resignations.

Article 35: The President appoints, dismisses & accepts resignations of ministers.

Article 36: The President issues executive and regulatory regulations, control regulations,
presidential orders and decisions in accordance with the laws.

Article 39: The President has the right to propose laws.

Article 47: The Supreme Constitutional Court shall consist of seven members appointed by
the President.

Article 49: A transitional justice commission shall be established, adopting effective,
consultative, victim-centred mechanisms to determine accountability mechanisms, the right
to know the truth, and justice for victims and survivors.

Note: There is no sign of this. In fact, Shadi al-Waisi’s appointment as Minister for Justice is
cause for alarm, particularly among women’s groups. He oversaw the public execution of two
women for allegedly committing adultery in Idlib.

Article 50: The Constitutional Declaration shall be amended with the approval of two-
thirds of the People's Assembly based on a proposal from the President.
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APPENDIX C
The Two Coalitions of Syrian Kurdish Parties

THE KURDISH PARTIES IN SYRIA 2025.4.25

Kurdish National Unity Parties v

SYRIAN KURDISH DEMOCRATIC
DEMOCRATIC UNION PARTY (PYD) PARTY KURDISTAN WORKERS' UNION

GREEN DEMOCRATIC PARTY KURDISH LEFT PARTY IN SYRIA SYRIAN KURDISH DEMOCRATIC
ACCORD PARTY

KURDISTAN DEMOCRATIC KURDISH LEFT DEMOCRATIC
PEACE PARTY PARTY IN SYRIA REFORM MOVEMENT

KURDISTAN DEMOCRATIC
RURCRSFELIBRS AL EASLEH VRIS CHANGE PARTY KURDISTAN FRATERNITY P

KURDISH DEMOCRATIC ROJ

KURDISH RENEWAL MOVEMENT
KURDISTAN COMMUNIST PARTY PARTY IN SYRIA

ARTI DEMOCRATIC KONGRA STAR MOVEMENT FOR A DEMOCRATIC
KURDISTAN SOCIETY (TEV-DEM)

KURDISH FUTURE MOVEMENT

OF SYRIA KURDISTAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY

DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF
STRUGGLE

KURDISH DEMOCRATIC PARTY IN KURDISH DEMOCRATIC UNITY
KURDISH NATIONAL SYRIA (AL-PARTI) PARTY IN SYRIA (YEKITI)
GATHERING PARTY

SURAYA DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Kurdish National Council @

KURDISTAN PEOPLE'S PARTY DEMOCRATIC UNITY PARTY KURDISTAN LEFTIST PARTY

KURDISH REFORM MOVEMENT IN KURDISH EQUALITY PARTY KURDISH DEMOCRATIC PARTY
SYRIA IN SYRIA IN SYRIA AL-PARTI

KURDISH FUTURE MOVEMENT KURDISTAN DEMOCRATIC
KURDISH LEFT PARTY IN SYRIA IN SYRIA PARTY IN SYRIA

KURDISH VANGUARD PARTY
NION PARTY IN SYRIA

https://rojavainformationcenter.org
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APPENDIX D

An agreement between the Two Coalitions:
Kurdish National Unity Parties - an umbrella group jointly led by the now-ruling
Democratic Union Party (PYD) and the opposition, the Kurdish National Council
(ENKS) - a Barzani-linked coalition of parties. (unedited)

The document contains key provisions for Syria and the Kurdish entity.

SYRIA

1. Syria is a multinational, multicultural, multi-religious state that guarantees the rights of all Syrian
components, including Arabs, Kurds, Syriacs, Assyrians, Circassians, and Turkmen, as well as Alevis,
Druze, Yazidis, and Christians, through constitutional and superconstitutional principles.

2. The state should comply with international treaties and agreements, human rights, and the
principle of equal citizenship.

3. The Syrian system of government should be a bicameral parliamentary system that embraces
political pluralism, the peaceful transfer of power, and the separation of powers. It should also be
based on regional councils within the frame of a decentralised system.

4. A decentralised Syria should include a fair distribution of power and wealth between the centre
and the regions.

5. The name, flag, and national anthem of the state should reflect the national and cultural pluralism
of Syrian society.

6. The state's neutrality toward religions and beliefs, the right to practice religious rituals and
worship, and the recognition of the Yazidi religion as an official religion of the state.

7. A comprehensive national identity that considers the characteristics of different components
should be adopted.

8. Gender equality and gender representation in all institutions in Syria should be ensured.

9. The children’s rights declared in agreements by the United Nations and Amnesty International
should be protected, and care and support should be provided appropriate to the nature and age of
children, considering their special needs in accordance with the characteristics of the regions where
they live and the opportunities available in those regions.

10. Existing administrative divisions should be reviewed, considering population density and
geographical area.

11. Looted and stolen Syrian historical artifacts and monuments within and outside the country
should be returned.

12. Demographic change in Kurdish regions and all regions of Syria should be prevented and
stopped. Forcibly displaced persons, including the residents of Serékaniyé, Giré Spfi, and Efrin, should
be allowed to return safely to their homes.

13. To formulate democratic principles and establish a government with full executive authority
representing all Syrian factions and components, a constituent assembly comprising representatives
of all Syrian components should be established under international supervision.

14. The right to express oneself in one's mother tongue, the right to education, and the
implementation of culture should be granted for all components.

15. March 8 should be declared as Women's Day.
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KURDISH ENTITY

1. The unification of Kurdish regions under a federal Syrian umbrella as an integrated political and
administrative unit.

2. Recognition of the Kurdish people's national existence in Syria as an indigenous people. Ensuring
their national rights, including the right to freely and equally exercise their political, cultural, and
administrative rights, in accordance with international agreements and treaties, through
constitutional guarantees.

3. Honouring the sacrifices of the martyrs of the Syrian revolution, the Syrian Democratic Forces,
other security forces, those who lost their lives in prisons, and those who died in the resistance
against ISIS massacres, supporting their families, and guaranteeing their rights in accordance with
legal regulations.

4. Treating youngsters as an effective force in society and ensuring their fair participation and
representation in all state institutions.

5. Recognising Kurdish as an official language alongside Arabic in the constitution and providing
Kurdish education and learning.

6. Establishing centres and departments related to the Kurdish language, historical heritage, and
culture; opening media centres such as radio and television channels broadcasting in Kurdish;
publishing books, magazines, and other publications; and establishing work and research centres.

7. Ensuring the participation of Kurds in the legislative, judicial, executive, and security institutions of
the state.

8. Recognising March 21 as Newroz, a national holiday, and March 12 as the Day of Remembrance of
the Qamishli Uprising.

9. All exceptional policies, measures, and laws such as the Arab Belt Project against the Kurds and
Arabization operations in Kurdish regions must be revoked, and compensation must be paid to those
who have suffered from these discriminatory policies. The state prior to the implementation of these
policies must be restored, and secret and public agreements affecting Syria's sovereignty and the
existence of the Kurds must be revoked.

10. Restoring Syrian citizenship to Kurdish citizens who were stripped of their citizenship because
their names were not recorded in the exceptional census of 1962.

11. Allocating a percentage of the revenues generated from the wealth to development and
reconstruction efforts in the Kurdish regions, given the deliberate exclusion and neglect of these
regions in the past.

20


mailto:kurdishlobbyaus@gmail.com
http://www.kurdishlobbyaustralia.com

Email: kurdishlobbyaus@gmail.com
27 July 2025 Website : www.kurdishlobbyaustralia.com

v
Kurdish Lobby Australia

APPENDIX E

Ocalan’s Statement, June 19, 2025 (unedited)

Dear Comrades,

Ethically, | feel duty-bound to provide, via an — albeit repetitive — comprehensive letter, explanatory
and creative responses for the problems, solutions, the achieved levels, and the concrete situation of
our Communalist Camaraderie Movement.

1. | continue to defend the call for “Peace and Democratic Society”, [declared on] February 27, 2025.
2. By convening PKK’s 12th Dissolution Congress, you provided, with the right substance, a
comprehensive positive response to my call. | attach historical value to your response.

3. The level that has been achieved is highly valuable and historically significant. The efforts of the
comrades who bridged this communication are equally valuable and praiseworthy.

4. At the end of this process, | prepared a Manifesto for Democratic Society, which must be
evaluated as a historical transformation. This Manifesto has the necessary attributes to successfully
substitute the 50-year-old Manifesto of The Road to Kurdistan Revolution. | believe that the last
Manifesto carries a historical and social significance not only for the historical Kurdish society but
also for regional and global society. | have no doubt that it will epitomize the historical tradition of
manifestos.

5. I should clearly state that all these developments have resulted from the meetings | have held in
Imrali. Great care has been taken to ensure that these meetings are held on the basis of free will.

6. The achieved level necessitates new steps for implementation. Making progress inevitably
depends on emphasizing and understanding the historical nature of this level and adhering to the
necessities of it.

a. The PKK movement and its National Liberation Strategy, which emerged as a reaction to the
denial of the existence [of the Kurds] and thus aimed at setting up a separate state, has been
dissolved. The existence [of the Kurds] has been recognized; therefore, the basic aim has been
achieved. In this sense, it has had its day. The rest has been regarded as excessive repetition and
stalemate. This will constitute the basis for comprehensive critique and self-critique.

b. Politics knows no vacuum; therefore, the vacuum should be filled with the program of Democratic
Society, the strategy of Democratic Politics and the basic tactic of holistic law. What we refer to is a
determining process characterised by historical significance.

c. As a necessity of the process, it is important to voluntarily take the weapons away and to ensure
the comprehensive activities of a legally authorised commission to be established in the Turkish
Grand National Assembly. While being wary of descending into illogical “you first, then me”
approaches, the necessary step should inexorably be taken. | know that these steps will not be
wasted. | see the sincerity and have trust.

d. Therefore, there are efforts to make breakthroughs via taking more practical steps.

The following are the principal theses | suggest:

1) A positive integrationist perspective would enable the Movement to shoulder its mantle and
achieve its aim of Peace and Democratic Society. The arguments above lead to the following
conclusion: the PKK has renounced its nation-statist aim, which implies a renunciation of its military
strategy and thus leads to its dissolution, These historical points await being taken to a further level.
2) You should take it in your stride that your ensuring of the laying down of arms, before the
witnesses of the public and related circles, would not only count with the Turkish Grand National
Assembly and the (proposed) Commission, but also reassure the public and honour our promises.
The establishment of a mechanism to lay down the arms will take the process forward. What has
been done is a voluntary transition from the phase of armed struggle to the phase of Democratic
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Politics and Law. This is not a loss, but rather, a historical gain. The details of the laying down of the
arms will be specified and expeditiously implemented.

3) DEM [Party], which is under the umbrella of the parliament, will do its share and will work with
other parties to ensure the success of the process.

4) As for ‘My Freedom Situation’, which you have put forward as an indispensable provision in your
[12th] Congress’s resolution texts, | should say that | have never regarded my freedom as a personal
issue. Philosophically, the freedom of the individual cannot be abstracted from the [freedom of]
society. The freedom of the individual is a measure of the freedom of society; and the freedom of
society is a measure of the freedom of the individual. The necessities of the inclination will be
observed.

| believe not in the arms, but in the power of politics and social peace and call on you to put this
principle into practice. The latest developments in the region have clearly proved the importance
and urgency of this historical step. | should state that | am looking forward to receiving all kinds of
criticisms, suggestions and contributions you can make about the process. | state, ambitiously and
vehemently, that these discussions will take us, the forces of Democratic Modernity, to a new
theoretical program, to a new strategic and tactical phase at the national, regional and global level,
and | express my optimism and readiness for preparatory efforts.

As to the future stages, | call on you to embark on putting into practice the resolutions of the [12th]
Congress, in line with the views and suggestions of this last letter, and to ensure successful progress.

Permanent Comradely Regards,

Best Wishes,
Abdullah Ocalan
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APPENDIX F
PKK'’s statement at the disarmament ceremony, 12 July 2025 (unedited)

To Our People and the Public Opinion,

As members of the Group for Peace and Democratic Society, formed to accelerate the process of
Democratic Change and Transformation, we respectfully greet you and all those who witness our
historic democratic move.

In order to defend the existence of the Kurds against the denial and annihilation offences, we, as the
freedom fighters, male and female, joined the PKK at different times and waged a freedom struggle
in different regions. We are now here to respond to the call Kurdish People’s Leader, Abdullah
Ocalan, made on June 19, 2025. Our coming here is, at the same time, based on the call Leader
Abdullah Ocalan earlier made on February 27, 2025, and on the resolutions of PKK’s 12th Congress,
which convened on 5-7 May 2025.

To ensure the practical success of Peace and Democratic Society process, to wage our freedom,
democracy and socialist struggle with methods of legal and democratic politics based on enacting
laws for democratic integration, we voluntarily destroy our weapons, before your presence, as a
step of goodwill and determination.

We wish that this step will bring about peace and freedom and will have auspicious outcomes for
our people, the peoples of Turkey and the Middle East, and all humanity, particularly women and
youth.

We agree wholeheartedly with the remarks of Leader Abdullah Ocalan who maintained “I believe
not in the arms, but in the power of politics and social peace and call on you to put this principle into
practice”. We take great pride and honour in doing what is necessary for this historic principle.

As you know, things did not come about easily, at no cost, and without a struggle. Quite the
contrary, all gains came at heavy costs, through struggling tooth and claw. And what follows will
need a compelling struggle. We are well aware of this fact, and with the aim of securing more
democratic gains, we wholeheartedly believe in the insight and paradigm of Leader Abdullah Ocalan
as we trust ourselves and the collective power of our community of comrades.

Given the rising fascist pressure and exploitation around the globe and current bloodbath in the
Middle East, our people are more than ever in need of a peaceful, free, equal and democratic life. In
such a context we feel and comprehend the greatness, righteousness and urgency of the step we
have taken.

We hope that everyone, the youth and the women, labourers and workers, socialist and democratic
forces, all the peoples, and the humanity will observe, comprehend, and appreciate the historic
value of our step for peace and democracy.

We call on regional and global forces responsible for the sufferings of our people, to respect the
utmost legitimate democratic and national rights of our people and support the process of Peace
and Democratic Society.

We call on all the peoples, socialist and democratic circles, intellectuals, writers, academics, lawyers,

artists, and politicians to rightly comprehend our historic step and stand in solidarity with our
people. We also call on them to take a more active part in the struggle for the physical freedom of

23


mailto:kurdishlobbyaus@gmail.com
http://www.kurdishlobbyaustralia.com
https://bianet.org/haber/full-text-pkk-statement-during-disarmament-ceremony-309371
https://bianet.org/tag/pkk-292

Email: kurdishlobbyaus@gmail.com
27 July 2025 Website : www.kurdishlobbyaustralia.com

v
Kurdish Lobby Australia

Leader Abdullah Ocalan and democratic solution of the Kurdish question, and to develop and
strengthen the global democratic socialist international struggle and solidarity.

We call on our people and their political forces to rightly comprehend the characteristics of this
historic process of Peace and Democratic Society developed by Leader APO, to successfully discharge
their duties and responsibilities in educational, organisational and operational fields, and to develop

democratic life.

Oppression and exploitation will end; freedom and solidarity will prevail.
The process of Peace and Democratic Society will surely succeed.

The Group for Peace and Democratic Society
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